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Integrating Photoshop 
with Your Nonlinear 

Editing System



• Learn how to configure Photoshop 
to work with NLE and Motion 
Graphics Applications. 

• Understand Pixel Aspect Ratios

• Understand bit-depth

• Understand alpha channels

Purpose



• Richard Harrington, PMP
> RHED Pixel (www.rhedpixel.com)
> Adobe Certified Expert & Instructor
> Apple Certified Trainer
> Avid Certified Instructor & Master Editor
> Project Management Professional
> AVMMP Top Producer 2004
> Teach courses on digital media production 

and web content creation

About Me



Available from CMP Books

Order at PhotoshopForVideo.com or Amazon.com



Available from VASST.com

• $149 List

• 3 Discs

• 7.5 Hours 

Order at PhotoshopForVideo.com or Amazon.com





• Primary Job
> Video Production/Post
> Motion Graphics
> Web/Multimedia
> Print/Graphic Design

• Work with Photoshop
> 1 year or less?
> 2-3 years?
> 3-5 years?
> 5 or more years?

About You



Configuring 
Photoshop CS



Canvas Size
& PAR



• Square vs. Non-Square

Pixels in Detail



Square Pixel:
4 X 3 Aspect Ratio

Non-Square Pixel:
DV Aspect Ratio



• Square vs. Non-Square
• Pixel Aspect Ratio

Pixels in Detail





• Square vs. Non-Square
• Pixel Aspect Ratio
• Resizing Graphics

Pixels in Detail





• Square vs. Non-Square
• Pixel Aspect Ratio
• Resizing Graphics
• Check your NLE Manual

Pixels in Detail



• Square vs. Non-Square
• Pixel Aspect Ratio
• Resizing Graphics
• Check your NLE Manual
• Common Sizes for Building 

Graphics for use in Video

Pixels in Detail



Format 
4 X 3 Aspect Ratio

(Square Pixels)

16 X 9 Aspect 
Ratio

(Square Pixels)

Native Size
Nonsquare Pixels

NTSC D1 648 X 486 or 
720 X 540 

864 X 486 720 X 486

PAL D1 768 X 576 or 
720 X 540 

1024 X 576 720 X 576

NTSC DV 640 X 480 or
720 X 534 853 X 480 720 X 480

PAL DV 768 X 576 or 
720 X 540 

1024 X 576 720 X 576

Common Sizes



Where to Resize

Sized in Photoshop Sized in Video App



• Use Presets!

• Turn off Preview when doing 
type work

• Add Square pixels images by 
copy paste or drag-and-drop

• DO NOT switch back and forth

• Inform the Editor

Non-Square Pixels in 
Photoshop CS



Power
Crop



Safe Title 
Area



• Same as “Bleed” in Print

• Action Safe - 90% of image

• Title Safe  - 80% of image

Safe Title Area





• Same as “Bleed” in Print

• Action Safe - 90% of image

• Title Safe  - 80% of image

• Critical safety margin

Safe Title Area



• Same as “Bleed” in Print

• Action Safe - 90% of image

• Title Safe  - 80% of image

• Critical safety margin

• How to Create a Safe Title 
Area Overlay

Safe Title Area



Broadcast
Safe Colors









Working
with Photos



• Adjusting Gamma
• Broadcast Safe
• File Formats that Work
> PICT
> TARGA
> TIFF
> PNG

Working with Photos



Transparency



• Creating an Alpha Channel

• File Formats

• Why Use Alpha Channels

• Straight vs. Pre-Multiplied

Transparency





Resources



• www.creativecow.net

• www.macdesignonline.com

• www.cmpbooks.com

• www.dv.com

• www.fmctraining.com

• www.rhedpixel.com

Resources



• CMP Books - www.cmpbooks.com

• RHED Pixel - www.rhedpixel.com

• Creative Cow Photoshop and Motion 
Forums- www.creativecow.net

• Future Media Concepts - 
www.fmctraining.com

Contact Me





Available from CMP Books

Order at PhotoshopForVideo.com or Amazon.com



Available from VASST.com

• $149 List

• 3 Discs

• 7.5 Hours 

Order at PhotoshopForVideo.com or Amazon.com



Questions &
Answers
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